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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF  
RISLEY WITH HOPWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

 
held in the Rose Meeting Room of the Risley Hall Hotel on Thursday, 12 March 2020 

Present: Cllrs P Ancliff, S Jarratt, S McCann and P McKeown  
  
In attendance: County Councillor W Major 

Borough Councillors V Clare and T Scott 
S Dunkley (Clerk) 
One member of the public 
 
Cllr S Jarratt (Chairman) in the Chair  

  
 
Part 1 – Non confidential information 
 
19-131 Apologies 

Apologies for absence were given for Parish Councillors J Hitchcock, B Housley, F Jones, 
and M O’Neill.  
  

19-132 Variation of order of business 
None required.  

 
19-133 Declarations of interest 

Declarations of interest to be given should relevant business be discussed during the 
meeting.  

 
19-134 Dispensations 
 None. 
 
19-135 Public session 
  1) Members of the Public 

   A member of the public attended the meeting to bring to the parish council’s attention 
the problems being experienced by residents by the new lighting which has been 
erected at The Risley Park Public House.  The lights are very bright and intrusive to 
neighbouring properties and the Clerk confirmed that no planning consultation had 
been received, as should have been as the building is within the conservation area.  IT 
WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk should bring the problems to the attention of the 
planning enforcement department at the Borough Council and report back to the next 
meeting. 

 2) Reports from Councillors appointed to outside bodies 
  The Chairman reported on the electrical work which has now been completed at the 

Village Hall with the assistance of a Community Grant from the Borough Council.   
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  3) Reports from the Police Liaison Officer, County Council and Borough Council 
   (a) It had been confirmed that there had been no crimes during the past month. 

   (b) (i) Councillor Scott’s report on behalf of Councillor Clare and himself had been 
circulated prior to the meeting and the contents noted. 

    (ii) Councillor Major reported on the work which was continuing with residents 
whose properties had been affected with the recent flooding (40 properties 
in Erewash).  The number of cases had triggered central government 
assistance with grants of £500 being available to clear up after the floods; 
£5,000 to help protect properties from future flooding and three months’ 
discount of council tax.  There was more damage to the highway throughout 
the county following the latest flooding with damage totally around £30 
million being caused. 

   (c) Councillor McKeown reported that it was necessary for the defibrillator to be used 
at the Village Hall during the afternoon of the meeting.  The Clerk offered to check 
whether it had been returned to the cabinet and IT WAS RESOLVED that new pads 
should be purchased. 

 
    Councillor McKeown also reported on the community speedwatch on 18 February.  

Next sessions are to be held on 18 and 30 March.  All equipment had now been 
purchased and it was hoped to hold two sessions each month.  

 
    Councillor McCann reported on the large amount of litter around the A52 

roundabout and the Clerk was asked to enquire when it was expected to be 
cleared. 

 
19-136 Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 13 February 2020 

The minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 13 February 2020 were proposed as a true 
record by Councillor Ancliff, seconded by Councillor McKeown and signed by the 
Chairman.  
  

19-137 Exempt items 
 None. 
 
19-138 Chairman’s announcements/report 

The Chairman reported that he had removed the light bulb from the information point as 
it would cost £1,400 to cut off the supply.  It was agreed to wait until the invoice from SSE 
is received to decide which action is required. 
 
Flood signs have been left behind the Village Hall and near to 95 Derby Road.  Cllr 
McKeown to check where would be best to keep the signs for that part of Derby Road. 
 
A letter had been received from All Saints Church seeking the parish council’s support on 
the flooding issue.  Councillor Major has taken the letter to the County Council and it was 
agreed that research should be undertaken to confirm the location and condition of 
drains and culverts.  Councillor Ancliff agreed to work on this. 
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19-139 Clerk’s report 
The Clerk’s report had been circulated beforehand, the contents of which were noted.   
She was asked to enquire about the additional bin which had been requested by a 
resident with the Borough Council.  There may be a charge for the emptying. 
 

19-140    Derbyshire Association of Local Councils 
Nothing to report. 

 
19-142 Matters for determination 
  a)  It was agreed to defer the work to the footpath until a later date.  
  b) It was agreed to monitor the hedging to the north side of the play area.  Councillor 

Ancliff, as Secretary to the Conservation Group reported on the receipt of a letter 
from the landowner of the field behind the Village Hall stating that he is unable to do 
anything with regards to hedging at the moment but will reconsider in the future.  

  c) IT WAS RESOLVED that the request to use Rush Meadow for a wedding on Saturday, 
12 September 2020 be approved.  

  d) IT WAS RESOLVED to renew the floral display at Hopwell again this year.  
  e) IT WAS RESOLVED to defer the tree planting until the tree planting season 

(November). 
 
19-143 Finance 
  (a)  Accounts for payment 
         It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments: 
 

Cheque No. Payee  Amount 
002338  Shed Grounds Maintenance  £560.65 
   (Grounds maintenance, VAT £93.44) 
002339  Mr I Renshaw  £  80.00 
   (Various repairs to play equipment) 
002340  Salary and expenses for February £303.90 
002341  HMRC  £  65.40  
   (PAYE for January) 
002342  Talesh No.3 Risley Hall Hotel  £  25.00 
   (Room Hire for March 2020) 
002343  Starboard Systems Limited  £154.80 

    (Financial Management System – VAT £25.80) 
 002344  Moorleys Print and Publishing  £  69.00 
    (Newsletters) 
 002345  Mr P McKeown  £409.69 
    (Speedwatch equipment – VAT £41.66) 
 
(b) Receipts: None 
 
(c) Reserves Policy 
 It was agreed that six months’ precept will be required in general reserves and an 

amount for the Christmas lighting and possible election should be the only earmarked 
reserves for 2020/21. 
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19-144 Playground inspections 
The inspection had been carried out by Councillor McCann with nothing to report.  It was 
agreed that Councillor McKeown will carry out the inspection in March in the absence of 
Councillor Jones. 
  

19-145 Planning 
 ERE/0220/0049 – 31 Second Avenue, Risley – no objection 

 
ERE/0220/0029 – Golden Valley Farm, Derby Road, Risley – object.  This application 
represents a new domestic dwelling in the green belt.  It does not fulfil any of the 
exemptions of 9.89 of the NPPF ‘protecting the green belt’ not of GB1 of the local policy.  
Risley with Hopwell parish council argues that it is not consistent with current policies 
regarding the green belt and therefore objets to this application.  The Council does not 
see this as a barn conversion as it is not a brick building and the site does not appear to 
be a working farm as there appears to be no agricutlrual activity undertaken. 

. 

ERE/0320/0013 – Hopwell Hall, Hopwell – object.  It was felt that this is inappropriate for   
the Green Belt; the access is a bridlepath with a one car width used by pedestrians, 
cyclists and horseriders; there is a conflict of interest and loss of amenity. 

  
19-146  Matters for information 
  a) Mayor’s Award - noted 
  b) Litter pick – 2 May 2020 
 
19-147  Future agenda items 

• Christmas Lights 

• Staff Appraisal (April) 
 

Dates of future meetings:  9 April, 21 May and 4 June (revised date) 
 

Part 2 – Confidential items 
None. 
 
Meeting closed at 20.50pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………………  Chairman               12 March 2020 


